There was a hard, tender, pear-shaped tumour in the right inguinal region, with its base below and neck above, about the size of an infant's head ; also considerable hypertrophy of the scrotum, which extended several inches below the hernia.
noticing a hernial tumour there, until the last time he was tapped, some twenty days ago, when, aft< r the operation, whilst at stool, the gut descended; since then it had come down five or six times, and he was able on every occasion, but the last, to return it. It had been down three days, when he came to the dispensary, and a "Junah," whom he had called in to attend him, could do nothing with it.
There was a hard, tender, pear-shaped tumour in the right inguinal region, with its base below and neck above, about the size of an infant's head ; also considerable hypertrophy of the scrotum, which extended several inches below the hernia.
The patient complained of a painful dragging sensation in the abdomen, and supported the tumour with his hands to get relief; his bowels had not been moved since the previous morning ; vomiting had set in almost from the onset of the strangulation, it was not very constant, and consisted of a bilious-looking fluid ; his pulse was quick and feeble, countenance haggard, and bedewed with perspiration ; tongue rather dry, and there was a tendency to hiccough.
The taxis under opium and chloroform, with enemata and warm bath, having failed to give relief, I operated the same morning about two hours after his admission. I made an incision about three inches over the tumour, extending an inch above the external ring, and then carefully opened the coverings of the hernia. The stricture was situated at the external ring, which I divided directly upwards for about a quarter of an inch with a probe-pointed bistoury. As the hernia could not now be reduced, I opened the sac which had a long narrow neck, and slit it up to its uppermost part, where the constriction appeared to be. A few drops of straw-colored fluid escaped, and the intestine, which was claret-colored in several places, returned almost of its own accord ; the sac was irreducible.
Three sutures were applied, and a compress and bandage : there was scarcely any haemorrhage, but the patient appeared much exhausted.
I ordered rum ^s. and tincture opii rr\xx., to be given every fourth hour.
The patient made a good recovery. There was at first a great deal of abdominal irritation, low fever and depression,, demanding opium and then quinine, and diffusible stimulants. There was also a suspicious tendency to constipation. The scrotum swelled, and the wound became rather unhealthy. He showed a change for the better on the 29th, and continued to improve until the 22nd September, when the following note was recorded. The man has. been walking about for some days past with his truss on ; he looks as healthy and strong as he had done before he underwent the operation.
